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Federal President Frank-Walter Steinmeier 

in a video message for the ceremony to mark 

the 20th anniversary of ConAct 

on 22 June 2022 

in Berlin 

“Can we go then or not?” This question was as relevant at the 

commencement of your work as it is on the 20th anniversary of ConAct. 

The reasons for the uncertainty could hardly be more different. In 2001 

and 2002, the reason was the Second Intifada, in 2020 and 2021 the 

global pandemic. This shows that youth exchange doesn’t take place in 

a vacuum but in the midst of the conflicts and crises of the times. 

The exchange that is so vital for lively interaction between 

countries and societies, particularly the exchange between young 

people, is not something that can be taken for granted. It only succeeds 

if we keep working to promote it. The wave of euphoria carrying many 

of you along now that real interaction is once again possible is therefore 

all the more understandable. First and foremost among those who 

promote and organise this exchange, but probably even more among 

the young people who have had to do without so many crucial 

experiences and who have been restricted in so many areas over the 

past two years. 

In some ways it is appropriate that you are celebrating this 

anniversary with some delay, because today we are not only celebrating 

20 years of ConAct but also a new beginning: the return to personal 

interaction, to real encounters and to everything for which digital 

formats are only a very inadequate substitute. 

However, we also have to say that the fact that you have been 

able to devise and implement digital exchange formats within such a 

short time is an amazing achievement. That you have created so many 

opportunities to open up for young people at least a virtual window on 

the world. I would like to express to you my sincere thanks for this 
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resourcefulness and this dedication particularly during the contact 

restrictions. 

When you, when we look back today on 20 years of successful 

work, we recognise it as part of the unique history of reconciliation 

between Israelis and Germans, which, following the terrible atrocities 

committed by the Nazi regime, still seems like a miracle. I always view 

it with deep thankfulness and humility. Youth exchange between our two 

countries helps ensure that this miracle is passed down from one 

generation to the next. In this way, you are shaping the future of our 

remembrance. The engagement of young people is vital if “Never again” 

is to remain alive in our consciousness. 

Looking back on 20 years of ConAct, I also remember former 

Federal President Johannes Rau. He was the one who, during a trip to 

Israel in 2000, had the idea of strengthening the youth exchange that 

had existed between Germany and Israel since the 1950s and placing it 

on a new footing. 

The idea of a German-Israeli Youth Office has been under 

consideration now for several years. That would be a good and 

appropriate way to develop the initiatives to foster interaction further. 

That is why I expressly welcome these considerations and will support 

them wherever I can. I myself would certainly be delighted if the next 

major milestone to be celebrated were not the 25th anniversary of 

ConAct, but an earlier event to mark the establishment of a German-

Israeli Youth Office. 

Yet one thing is certain: Your work is important and will remain so 

in future – and I wish you many constructive encounters where young 

people from Germany and Israel can get to know and appreciate one 

another better, where they can learn important lessons, acquire new 

skills and above all, make new friends. 

Masel tov –I wish you all the best for the future and lively 

exchange! 


