Protokoll
der Sitzung des Gemischten Fachausschusses
fiir den deutsch-israelischen Jugendaustausch
vom 10.-12. Dezember 2013 in Berlin

Die jahrliche Sitzung des Gemischten Fachausschusses fiir den deutsch-israelischen
Jugendaustausch (im weiteren Fachausschuss genannt) fand unter dem Vorsitz von
Thomas Thomer fiir das Bundesministerium fur Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend
und Haim Cohen flr die Israel Youth Exchange Authority in Berlin statt. Die Sitzung war
von einer sehr konstruktiven und freundschaftlichen Atmosphére gepragt. Die Zusam-
mensetzung der Delegationen ergibt sich aus Anlage 1.

. Der Fachausschuss nahm die Berichte Uber die jugendpolitischen Entwicklungen in bei-
den Landern zur Kenntnis. Ein Schwerpunkt der Diskussion waren Fragen zur Integration
junger Menschen mit Zuwanderungsgeschichte in beiden Landern.

. Der Fachausschuss zog eine positive Bilanz der Zusammenarbeit der Koordinierungsbii-
ros. Er wertete die erreichten Ergebnisse als einen weiteren Beitrag zur Entwicklung des
aulerschulischen Jugendaustausches und wirdigte die Leistung von ConAct und Israel
Youth Exchange Authority im Jahr 2013.

Auch wenn vor dem Hintergrund der aktuell-politischen Situation im Nahen Osten nicht
alle Vorhaben des deutsch-israelischen Jugendaustausches verwirklicht werden konnten,
unterstrichen beide Seiten vor allem die Bestandigkeit der Partnerschaften.

Der Fachausschuss begriiRte das groRe Engagement der Akteure des Austausches in
beiden Léndern, das durch die Zahl beantragter Begegnungsprogramme fiir das Jahr
2014 zum Ausdruck kommt und die positive Entwicklung fortsetzt. Unter Beriicksichti-
gung der qualitativen Anforderungen an bilaterale deutsch-israelische Austauschpro-
gramme empfahl er, rund 350 Programme fir den Jugendaustausch 2014 in die Férde-
rung aufzunehmen.

Der Fachausschuss erérterte die gemeinsamen Vorhaben von ConAct und Israel Youth
Exchange Authority zur Weiterentwicklung des deutsch-israelischen Jugendaustausches
im Jahr 2014. Der Fachausschuss bat ConAct und die Israel Youth Exchange Authority,
die in Anlage 2 aufgefUhrten Programme gemeinsam durchzufiihren.



6. Der Fachausschuss bat ConAct und Israel Youth Exchange Authority, die in der Sitzung
formulierten Uberlegungen zur Gestaltung des 50. Jahrestages der Aufnahme diplomati-
scher Beziehungen im Jahr 2015 gemeinsam in eine Konzeption zu bringen. Der
Schwerpunkt soll dabei auf der Durchfilhrung von besonderen Veranstaltungen zum
deutsch-israelischen Jugendaustausch in beiden Landern liegen. Der Fachausschuss
beschloss, zur Entwicklung und Begleitung der Vorhaben eine bilaterale Arbeitsgruppe
einzusetzen, die im Januar 2014 ihre Arbeit aufnimmt.

7. Der Fachausschuss betonte die Notwendigkeit, nicht darin nachzulassen, Extremismus,
Rassismus, Fremdenfeindlichkeit und Antisemitismus aktiv zu bekdmpfen. Die wegwei-
senden Aktivitaten, die im Jugendaustausch zwischen beiden Landern ber Jahrzehnte
bestehen, leisten hier einen wichtigen Beitrag.

8. Beide Seiten verstandigten sich darauf, die nachste Sitzung des Gemischten Fachaus-
schusses in der Zeit vom 2. bis 5. Dezember 2014 in Israel durchzufiihren.

Berlin, den 12. Dezember 2013

Fur die Israel Youth Fir das Bundesministerium
Exchange Authority Familie, Senioren, Frauen und
Jugend

il 7 <Ly

HaimCohen Thomas Thomer
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Annex 2

Meeting of the Mixed Commission on German-Israeli Youth Exchange
December 10 — 12, 2013, Berlin

Projects for Cooperation 2014
ConAct & Israel Youth Exchange Authority

1. New Con-T-Acts — Match-Making
Seminar to build up new partnerships for German-israeli exchange programs

The seminar aims at founding new and lasting partnerships within the field of
German-Israeli youth contacts. It is open for all interested partners in the field of
youth work who wish to establish a bilateral exchange program either for young
people or for professionals in youth work from both countries.

In order to achieve the goal of founding new and lasting partnerships, interested
partners from both countries are being matched beforehand. During two parts of an
eleven-days seminar, taking place both in Germany and Israel, they get to know the
frame of German-Israeli exchange programs and are supported with materials and
knowledge in order to be able to start planning a project. The seminar offers the
chance to get to know one another and to visit the partner organisation in the other
country.

The first part of the Match-Making-Program will take place in March 2014 in Israel, the
second part will take place in May 2014 in Germany.

The project is put into practice by ConAct and the Israel Youth Exchange Authority

Date: March and May 2014
Location: Germany and Israel
Target Group: Representatives of interested organisations in German-lsraeli

exchange projects



2. Facing Changes in the present of the past —
Commemorating the Shoah in German-Israeli Youth Exchange
German-Israeli Conference

Encounters of German and Israeli youngsters focus on many aspects of the present life
in both countries - on shared cultural experiences, common interests in social media and
connecting challenges of a personal orientation in a globalized world. Yet the presence of
the past - the persecution and murder of millions of Jews and other minorities by
Germans all over Europe 70 years ago - is vibrant and often influencing perspectives on
one another. Facing this history and finding ways of commemorating together poses one
of the great educational challenges of German-Israeli youth encounters and at the same
time brings about close personal and intergroup relations.

The enlarged variety of possibly participating youth from both countries poses new
challenges for a fruitful educational process throughout German-Israeli encounters:

How can we open up the specific context of German-Israeli relations, in which explicitly
relating to the German-Jewish-Israeli past and presence is an integral part, for
youngsters from differing cultural, religious and ethnic backgrounds? How can we keep
on establishing a shared and meaningful commemoration of the Shoah, offering young
people of today to connect to this history in individual ways? How can we encourage
youngsters to draw conclusions from the past, create awareness and become active
against discrimination and racism, for tolerance and equal human rights - beyond
national borders?

The conference is meant to deepen the exchange of theory and practical experience
regarding the educational challenges of commemorating the Shoah together and
empowering young people for a respectful and democratic life today. Related to this
discussion the enhanced and renewed handbook ‘Commemorating Together — Building
Bridges’ will be presented.

The conference is a cooperational project of ConAct, The Bavarian Youth Council, the
Municipality of Jerusalem and the Israel Youth Exchange Authority.

Date: March 13 - 15, 2014
Location: Narnberg, Germany
Target Group: Educators and group leaders of German-israeli exchange

projects, from Germany and Israel



3. German-Israeli Junior-Team -
Consolidating & enhancing the youth network

Every now and again we look out for young people, who are knowledgeable and
interested in supporting German-Israeli youth exchange — may it be for contributing to
the preparation of a youth group visiting the other country, may it be for supporting
public relation activities or may it be for supporting certain seminar projects of ConAct
or the Israel Youth Council.

In 2014 we wish to continue the idea to build up a Junior team for German-Israeli
Youth exchange: In a next bilateral meeting we wish to bring together an enhanced
circle of young people who have already had personal experiences within the field of
German-Israeli youth contacts, either through the participation in exchange projects,
volunteer services or other ways of getting acquainted with the other country in a
deep sense. Our aim is to prepare the events honouring the 50" anniversary of
German-Israeli diplomatic relations, where the youth contacts will appear with visible
projects and where we will have to count on young experienced people from both
countries to support the planned projects.

The project is put into practice by ConAct and the Israel Youth Exchange Authority.

Date: Cooperative work throughout the year
Location: Germany & Israel
Target Group: Young people, experienced in relating to Israel/Germany with

interest to support the work of ConAct and IYEA

4. Kom-Mit-Nadev -
German-Israeli Volunteer-Program for young Israelis in Germany

The German-israeli Volunteer program Kom-Mit-Nadev is working in its fourth year.
55 Israeli volunteers have so far fulfilled a volunteer service in Germany since 2010,
about 15-20 cooperative partnerships between German and Israeli organizations
have been established in order to send and host these volunteers in Germany
according to a set of conditions and educational goals which have been generated in
an intensive bilateral working process.

During the last year Kom-Mit-Nadev has already changed its frame work in order to
give and ask more independence of the involved organizations. The number of
educational seminars offered by Kom-Mit-Nadev has been reduced to a reasonable
number, at the same time also here giving back more responsibility to the hosting
organizations.



For 2014 it is planned to hold the bilateral frame of the program with networking
seminars and educational offers for the volunteers in cooperation with the
participating organizations. This field of work will be taken care of by ConAct and the
National Volunteer Association, in the name of the Israel Youth Exchange Authority.

Date: Cooperative work throughout 2014
Bilateral networking seminar for volunteers in February 2014
Bilateral networking seminar for organizations in autumn 2014
Preparation and closing seminars for the volunteers in summer

2014
Location: Germany & Israel
Target Group: Volunteer organisations in Germany and Israel,

partners involved in German-Israeli Youth Exchange

Preparing the 50 anniversary of German-Israeli diplomatic relations — 2015

In May 2015 the beginning of diplomatic relations between Israel and Germany 50
years ago will be celebrated in various contexts of the existing bilateral relations and
in the public of both countries. The youth contacts were among the first to build up
these relations through personal encounters and through the emerging network of
partnerships between German and Israeli youth organizations — starting some 10
years before the diplomatic relations.

The year 2014 will be used to prepare a number of projects, which will reveal the
contribution of youth exchange for the existing strong and close relations between the
two states and their inhabitants. The concrete projects to honor the 50 years of
diplomatic relations and 60 years of youth contacts will need further bilateral planning,
including work meetings and the establishment of a bilateral working group to set up
the concrete cooperational setting of projects.

ConAct and the Israel Youth Exchange Authority will follow to set up the
communicative and factual planning process for shared projects in Germany and
Israel in 2015.

Date: Cooperative work throughout 2014
Location: Germany & Israel
. Meeting of the Mixed Commission on German-Israeli Youth Exchange

in Israel

Date and Time will be agreed upon.
(12/2013)



